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Denis Serre certainly likes the idea of being a mathematical great grandfather.
In the early days of November 2014, most of his descendants were (re)united to
celebrate his sixtieth birthday, in the city of Lyon where he spent most of his
academic career, together with a number of mathematicians who became his friends
over the years. He also loves wordplays and has plenty of hobbies that can be
guessed from the poster of the meeting reproduced below.

Séverine Voisin

Even though he has always been very much interested in algebra — perhaps
influenced by his uncle, whom he admires — Denis Serre has pioneered a number
of ideas and techniques in the mathematical theory of fluid mechanics, and is one
of the few world class experts who contributed to the development of the theory of
hyperbolic conservation laws1. He was soon recognized as such, despite his writing

Math. classification: 00Bxx.
1For a comprehensive overview of the state of the art, the reader may refer to the latest

edition of Constantine Dafermos’ monograph Hyperbolic conservation laws in continuum physics,
which is a valuable complement to Denis Serre’s own monograph Systems of conservation laws,
unfortunately not re-edited since the year 2000.
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